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Closeouts Description When a young
man, dead for approximately one year,
is discovered in a cemetery this
shocking case captivates the attention
of lawmen and the police. Dan Rather
watches the action and wonders if the
unbelievable is true. A local detective
finds evidence that suggests a serial
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killer may have caused the death. Join
lawmen Roger Braverman and John
Parker on a wild chase that leads them
from the Blue Ridge Mountains to the
Smokies to solve the murder of a young
man.The present invention generally
relates to a method and a system for
characterizing and classifying particles.
In particular, the present invention
provides a method and a system which
characterize particles using an optical
detector. It is desirable to be able to
classify particles, such as cells or other
microstructures, and determine their
properties such as size and surface
characteristics. As used herein, “cell” is
intended to include the class of
microstructures and all microstructures
to which the method and system of the
present invention are applicable. Cells
having other shapes or aspects of
structure, such as filaments and
microcapillaries, are also within the
scope of the present invention.
Conventional methods for classifying
cells based on size include using a
sedimentation chamber. As used herein,
a “sedimentation chamber” is defined as
a chamber in which particles may be
allowed to settle for a period of time.
Often, fluid containing particles enters
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the sedimentation chamber to be
settled. The sedimentation chamber is
often a cylindrical vessel having one end
that connects to a process chamber (or
to a sedimentation chamber, for multiple
vessels). The other end of the
sedimentation chamber is connected to
a fluid feed line. The fluid flow line may
connect to a reagent feed line and a
fluid collection line. The fluid flow line
may also connect to an optical detection
system in order to observe cells passing
through the sedimentation chamber. In
the sedimentation chamber, the
microstructures may settle from the fluid
to a bottom chamber, referred to herein
as
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